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SECRET STATE 009722 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CH, US 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTRY ARTICLE ON CHOU: POSITION ON 
TAIWAN 

REF: A. HONG KONG 456, B. HONG KONG 484, C. HONGKONG 
466 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES CONGEN'S ALERTNESS IN CALLING 
JANUARY 1 1 FOREIGN MINISTRY ARTICLE ON CHOU EN-LATS 
FOREIGN POLICY TO OUR ATTENTION (WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED 
FULL TEXT TRANSLATION). OUR PRELIMINARY READING DOES NOT 
SUPPORT CONCLUSION THAT ARTICLE'S REFERENCE TO CHINESE 
NEGOTIATING POSITIONS ON TAIWAN DATING BACK TO THE MID- 

1 950’S MAY HINT AT SOME FLEXIBILITY IN PRC POSITION ON 
SECRET 
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THIS QUESTION OR IS INTENDED TO CONVEY SIGNAL. 

DEPARTMENT IS ,REPARING SPECIAL ANALYSIS WHIC; UILL 0E 
SENT YOU TELEGRAPHICALLY. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS THUS FAR REFRAINED FROM PUBLIC COMMENT 
ON THE ARTICLE. QUESTIONS HAVE NOT YET BEEN ASKED AT 
NOON BRIEFING, BUT GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
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SPOKESMAN JANUARY 14 (UNUSED) CONSISTED OF FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT: "WE ARE AWARE OF THE ARTICLE AND ARE STUDYING 
IT BUT WE HAVE NO COMMENT." 

3. IN VIEW OF PRESS SPECULATION THAT ARTICLE MAY BE 
INTENDED AS SIGNAL. WE ARE DISTURBED BY CHARACTERIZATION 
OF ARTICLE IN REFTEL C (WHICH RECEIVED WIDE DISTRIBUTION 
TO FIELD POSTS). EA AND INR DO NOT AGREE WITH WEEKA 
SUMMARY STATEMENT THAT ARTICLE "CALLS FOR NEGOTIATION WITH 
THE US ON THE TAIWAN PROBLEM." WORDING OF FIRST SENTENCE 

OF PARAGRAPH 8, WE FEEL, IMPLIES MISTAKENLY THAT EVEN 
THOUGH PRC MAINTAINS THAT THE "LIBERATION" OF TAIWAN IS 
AN INTERNAL PROBLEM, THE PRC HAS AFFIRMED ITS DESIRE TO 
SETTLE "THIS ISSUE" (I.E. THE LIBERATION OF TAIWAN) 

THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS. WE BELIEVE THAT ARTICLE MAKES CLEAR 
THAT THE ISSUE THE PRC IS PREPARED TO SETTLE THROUGH 
NEGOTIATIONS IS "THE DISPUTE ... ARISING FROM THE US 
FORCIBLE OCCUPATION OF TAIWAN. " 

4. GIVEN OUR SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT READING OF THE ARTICLE, 

WE WOULD WELCOME YOUR FURTHER COMMENT. IN ADDITION, IF 
YOU AGREE WITH POINTS IN PARAGRAPH 3 ABOVE. CONGEN MAY 
WISH TO CONSIDER SENDING BRIEF CLARIFICATION TO ADDRESSEE 
POSTS OF WEEKA. 


KISSINGER 

SECRET 
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